Confirmation
George Funke 8C

On the date of February 26, 2017, the St.
Katherine of Siena Grade School class of 2019
received the sacrament of Confirmation. The mass
was ministered by Bishop Timothy C. Senior
celebrated the mass, and made it memorable
through his amazing stories and a great cover song.
The service was undeniably beautiful, with the
guidance of the Holy Spirit and the love of God
shone through the confirmandi.

Catholic Schools Week
Raven Gonzalez 8A

Catholic Schools Week, an annual celebration of
Catholic education, took place during the first week in
February. The festivities kicked off a week of celebratory
mass followed by an open house to showcase that Saint
Katherine of Siena has to offer. Students marked this
special week by dressing down, creating posters to
emphasize the importance of a Catholic education. They
even made care packages for local seniors and retired
vets.
Both faculty and students also had the
opportunity to thank officers, fire fighters, crossing
guards, and clergy members with cookies and meals.
Though all of these activities Saint Katherine of Siena
showed the community what Catholic Schools Week is
all about.

The Benefits of Learning an Instrument
Alexandria Marro 8C

I have been playing the violin for over a year, and
during that time I have gained a great appreciation for
instruments and the many benefits of learning how to play
one. Learning an instrument has opened my mind to a whole
new world of beauty and wonder. Starting something new is
always a challenge and learning the violin has been nothing
short of that. However, it has been well worth it, I’ve loved the
challenges that learning to play the violin has presented to
me.
Learning an instrument can really expand your
opportunities in life including eligibility for various music
scholarships to both high school and college, which can be a
tremendous help for any family. Also, research has proven
that learning an instrument increases memory capacity, can
contribute to improved mathematical ability, and stimulates
the brain, thus helping to improve cognitive skills.
Playing an instrument can bring great happiness and
a sense of accomplishment upon the mastering of a song. If
you are considering learning to play an instrument, I
recommend taking the time to find the instrument that best
suits you. Since you will be spending so much time practicing,
you need to love your choice of instrument or it will be easy to
quit. Once you find the right instrument, I guarantee you will
find a lot of happiness in playing it.
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The Paper in a Paperless Saint Katherine’s
George Funke 8C & Emma Prushan 8B
The question has arisen. If Saint Katherine of Siena is
going paperless, why is there a newspaper? Well, although you can
find the Panther Pages online, the Panther Pages Team and Father
Kennedy find something educational about the printed word. While
we do see the benefits of going paperless, we feel that the Panther
Pages offers Saint Katherine of Siena families something very
special. The Panther Pages gives families the chance to spend
time together reading about and discussing what is going on at
school. It is believed that these family experiences can set the
stage for later educational success. In a generation where there is
a focus on technology, it is good for people to discover other forms
of writing besides social media. So, next time you flip through your
paper copy of the Panther Pages, think about the benefits of having
an actual paper and what it can do for your education.

Interview with an Author: Lauren Magaziner
Emma Prushan 8B

St. Katherine of Siena School has held another fun-filled
Barnes & Noble Night at Neshaminy Mall! At this annual event, I
was able to ask Lauren Magaziner, author of The Only Thing
Worse than Witches and Pilfer Academy, a few questions.
Q: How old were you when you started writing?
A: I started writing novels when I was 13.
Q: What inspired you to start writing?
A: My teacher encouraged me to write a book, so I went home
and tried it.
Q: Which one of your books was your favorite to write and why?
A: The book I have coming out in 2018 was my favorite because
the format was different from what I’ve done before. Although, I
like both of the books I have out for different reasons. My first
book was more fun, and the second book was more experienced.
Q: Do you have any tips for aspiring writers?
A: Read a lot and widely, because you can pick up different forms
of writing. Practice - it takes a while for you to find your own
voice. Don’t get discouraged by rejection. If you can listen to
criticism without getting hurt, it will help you because the person
criticizing your writing is just trying to improve your writing.

Confirmation Retreat
Andrew Gyuraki 6B

On Thursday February 16, the sixth
grade went on their Confirmation retreat.
Confirmandi from Nazareth Academy Grade
School and the Prep students joined us on this
spiritual journey. The experience helped us
become closer to God while also having fun. We
were lucky to have Mr. Monahan come and visit
us during the retreat. Mr. Monahan sang
religious songs with us, including the Beatitudes
song in sign language. He shared some of his
own stories and gave us some insight into his
personal life. Overall, it was a great experience
that we will never forget.

It was a great honor to have Lauren Magaziner at our
Barnes & Noble Night once again. Be sure to look for her new
book, coming out next year!
Go Panthers Go!
John McMonagle 8C & Catherine Argentina 6B

Our Saint Katherine Siena School
Cheer team has been practicing their routine
for a long time now! Our Varsity team did
outstanding! They’ve been the victor of 1st
place, 2nd place and 3rd place in three
different competitions! They also won Best
Jumps.
Our Junior Varsity and Peewee teams
did great, as well! The JV Team won 4th place
during their first competition, 3rd in the
following game, and 2nd in the last game. The
Peewees won 2nd place in two of their games,
and captured a win; 1st place, in another. A
very successful year, indeed!

Random Acts of Kindness Week
Raven Gonzalez 8A

From February 13-16 we had random
acts of kindness week! One day we wore hats to
show that we had no problem judging people of
what they wear. Another day we wore our
favorite sweatshirt to show that it was no sweat
to make friends. There was also a random
compliment day, where we gave nice
compliments to our friends. Random Acts of
Kindness week was great and we learned that
we don’t need only one week to be kind, but we
could be kind all the time.

8th Grade Career Day
Emma Prushan 8B

On Monday, February 6, and Tuesday,
February 7, relatives of 8th-grade students visited
the class to be interviewed about their past and
current careers. The students were able to be
exposed to a myriad of careers in the medical,
education, legal, and law enforcement fields.
They also learned interview skills that will benefit
them later in life and received advice from the
many people who attended this wonderful event.
All of the relatives also thoroughly enjoyed this
amazing opportunity. Every student was
extremely grateful for the chance to "extend the
walls of our classrooms to real-world experiences.
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Faculity Interview: Sister Mary Joan

Stewardship Fair

Hannah Boyd 8B and Jessica Swierczynski

John McMonagle 8A

Students of Saint Katherine of
Siena School the Stewardship Fair
has come and went. The Fair was all
about leadership. When we all come
together we can make a difference.
We know the world can be a dark and
scary place sometimes, but we can fix
it. You yourself are living proof of this.
Even if you don’t believe it, as our
psalms says: go make a difference,
we can make a difference, but more
importantly, you, can make a
difference.

We interviewed Sister Mary Joan the school librarian and this is what went
down!
Q: What do you want to bring to the school?
A: ”I want to bring a love of reading, excitement for coming to school, and
a way to see God in everything.”
Q: Where were you before you came to SKS?
A: ”Nazareth Academy High School.”
Q: Why did you choose to become a teacher?
A: ”I love to teach and I love to share my knowledge. Most importantly, I
always want my students to be better than I am.”
Q: When did you know you wanted to become a teacher?
A: Many, many years ago, when I first entered the convent I thought for
sure I would study medicine. However I had the unexpected opportunity to
substitute for sisters who were in a car accident; and by ten o’clock in the
morning I knew I wanted to be a teacher.
Q: What’s your favorite thing about this school?
A: ”Oh, the spirit! Great spirit!”
Q: What influenced you to work in a library?
A: My love of reading, my love of books, there’s nothing better.
Q: When did your passion for reading begin?
A: ”Oh, probably when I was very little. My mom always read to us. I have
five brothers and sisters, she read to us every night, so when I was able to
read on my own, I was in heaven. I’ve never stopped.”
Q: What is your all time favorite book?
A: ”I’d have to say the Giving Tree. I love the Giving Tree because it just
shows all we can do with our life.”
Q: In your own opinion what are some benefits of reading?
A: ”Wow, you can learn everything. You can learn about any subject!
When you read on your own, you can become an expert on anything, and
just to read for pure pleasure. Nobody is telling you what to read, you’re
choosing what you want to read. When I choose something I want to read,
I love it. How can anything be better than that?”

Franklin Traveling Show
Camille Hayes 8A and Raven Gonzalez 8A

During Catholic Schools Week, St.
Katherine of Siena School welcomed the
Franklin Institute Traveling Show. The
students enjoyed a presentation on motion
and simple machines. We are grateful to the
Connelly Foundation for providing us with
this experience.

Throughout our interview, Sister Mary Joan explained the importance of
reading and how she turned her love of books into her career!

Fostering Animals
Hannah Boyd 8B

My family has been fostering cats and dogs for eleven
years. The animals come from Saved Me Adoption Center where
euthanizations are not performed. Fostering is an amazing
experience, and it gives the animals a great start to a brand new,
healthy life! You and your family can get involved at savedme.org.
This is Sanders, a four month old
Corgi Mix. My family fostered him for
about four weeks until he was needed
back at the shelter for a public sports
event. Sanders is now living with his
new family who generously adopted
him.
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Pre-K and Kindergarten: Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss
Recommended by Raven Gonzalez 8A
Grade 1: Farfallina and Marcel by Holly Keller
Recommended by Jenna Dorfman 8A
Grade 2: Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathmann
Recommended by Camille Hayes 8A
Grade 3: The Zack Files: Trapped in the Museum of Unnatural History by
Dan Greenburg
Recommended by Mrs. Rosenello 3B
Grade 4: The Secrets of Hexberg Castle by Gabrielle Kent
Recommended by Elisabeth Prushan 4A
Grade 5: Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell
Recommended by Hannah Boyd 8B
Grade 6: Sandlot by Alison Hendrie
Recommended by George Funke 8C
Grade 7: Hidden Talents by Dave LuBar
Recommended by John McMonagle 8A
Grade 8: The Face on the Milk Carton by Caroline B. Cooney
Recommended by Mrs. Mauro 8A

We would like to thank Mrs. Sawka and
Mr. Thiel for helping us continue the
newspaper. We couldn’t have done any
of this without you! – The SKS Panther
Pages Team

Staff
Emma Prushan 8B - Editor in Chief
Raven Gonzalez 8A - Editor in Chief
Jenna Dorfman 8A - Reporter
Camille Hayes 8A - Reporter
John McMonagle 8A - Reporter
Hannah Boyd 8B - Reporter
Alexandria Marro 8C - Reporter
George Funke 8C - Reporter
Jessica Swierczynski 8B - Reporter
Andrew Gyuraki 6B - Intern
Catherine Argentina 6B - Intern
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